
SETTLE\tENT "-GREEME:\T "-:\D GENERAL RELEASE

orb: S"iikinnH Agrc"'lJenl iiid General Rckase ("Agreement") is entered into by

and beme.cl\ JOANNE wiLl ,L\!vtS, \L/), ¡hercinaiìcr "WILLIAMS"), on the one hand, and Thc
Los Angeles IhereimlÍicr "(\JUnlY"'I, c'n the other hand.

R ECiT\LS,

A. \VIILR FAS. 1"11 or :Ó\'lli Julv ) 5, 20ll'; Wiliiams filed a claim with the Equal
Employment Oppültunity Coinmissimil"EEOC"1 and thc California Department afFair
Eiiploymem 8: ì ("DH:Il" that she was UJlhiwfully discrimiuated against
because ur her raæ and gemkr, \vas rèlalialcd against. deprived orher civil rights. was subjected
to ini"niiol1al inflieiion or enhHi,mai elisires.,. iinel defamed:

B, Wi ìEIZLAS, on or about \.!arch 13, 2006, Williams tiled an action against County
in the United States District COUrl. Central District otCalitiiriia, in Case No, CV 06-1766 DSF
(.TI .x). eniiikd alleging thai certain acis and/or
omissions by County in which she sulì~red personal injuries as a result (hereinafter the
"Liwsuit"),

C WHFRFiiS. \\'ìilialJs desires to settle ¡ìdly and finally all claims or disputes,
known or unkl1uwn. \'ihich Williams has or may have against County, including, wiiliout
limitation, the Lawsult ;lld specitically \.x\.luding any future administrative charges or civil
;¡eiions:

\lOW, TI II :REFORF. based upon the fÖl'cgoing facts and in consideration for ihe
covenants and cunditìoiis c,JI1!:ined herein, the Parties agree as fÓllows:

I hc Agreemcnt shall not in any way be construed as an admissiun by the
('ounlv ihm ii :1;)' the Rckasecs i,knritied iii Paragraph 3 below, has acteel wrongfully ur

f¿iikel to :1(t lawfully with r\.,pecllO Williiu1E. or any other pcrson, or that Williams has any
rights whatsuc\'cr thc COlili\' ¡;r any o¡'the Rclcasecs idcntified in Paragraph 3 below.

¡he C('lltHy SIJ\cdícully dhdaims any IÜibillty or wrongliJl acts or omissions against Williams
01' any mher lJi'lsün, on ihe pan of Itsdf. iis employees and agents, past and present, and the
Rc!casc\., idcniiíiC'el Iii ì'~JI'''L~I':iph bek,w, N\.ithcr thc :\grccmcnt nor anvthing in it shall be
"c!mhsible in !'í;)iecdiiig;h cvidcnce unlawful or wrongful nmùuc¡ by the County or

any t)( UK' Rl'¡Cd~lCL:\ ¡(Ill1ti (,~'d 3 helow.

Iii cdrislckiaiimi cf tilL' covell;.H1IS nndêrluktll and releases given h"r"in by
\V¡¡li;¡rrh. arlef rl'c.:ipi hv ihe I"('UIJ!y an original ofih.: Agreement signed and dated by
V.,.'ìì!iams. and rrovîded that \\ïUiariis dues not n:vokc the .r\grecrncnt as St~t forth in Paragraph 4~
the County sha!l p¡,widc subject Couiity approval, the tolltming consideration in
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full and final senkm~nl d' iln~ and illl maners of any kind or nature which were alleged by, or
could have been alleged by. Williams against 1 Ill: ('ulimy an(lior any olthe Releasees identified in
Pnrai:raph ~

tal fhe: (OUI1~ and \Villiams agree to the following, subject to County

llw (OUl1' \Viii pav ihe sum üf $1 00,000,00. by check made
payable iiS fliic,ws: (al to Dr, Joanne Wiliams and her anorieys of
record frank J. i .ozoya, Esq, of the Laiv Oflìces of Frank J.
Lowya. iv, and Jeffrey E. Fisher, Esq.:

t1. (7acli party \, bear it, 0\\11 allolIey fees and costs;

III. Th~ Count)' hereby agrees to waive fees and ~osls fur Dr. Eugene

Hardin,

(b) Williams and agrees thai the County is not obligated to
provide the above-referenced consideration to her under its nonnal polices and procedures,
\Villiams alsu aeknowledg~s and agr~es that iio other monetary payments for any other claimed
damage. costs or attorn;:)'s' ¡,xs shall be madc to her in exchange lor entering into the
/\.grccinc:ni.

It is umkrsliiiid and agrei.d that Williams is solely responsible for lederal and/ur
SWlC Incol1e tax due on tli" selilell~1l amouiit paid pursuant to the Agreement, if any, The
County nwkes tl( repr~scni:i!i..ns or warranties regarding Williams' tax obligations or liabilities
coii~eniing the set1kmeni amouiit. Williams hereby agrees to indemnify and hold the County and
the Releasu.:s i,kniifll'd iii Paragraph ,) bdu\\, aiid ¡my of them, harmless from and against all
liahilities, losses, costs. cxrens"s. int~röt. payments and penalties which may result from
Williams' or her l'lllHbl'l'S reecip! ",'ihe abùw s('ttlernent payments inth(' event such payments
shuuld lat;,!' be dClcrrnlnC'd i;i.\;ibk to Williams and/or ihe Coiinry.

, ("Il1J)L(:l",J:t.'h/fl'f_':illSUn!lini~K-i1QY'!JLlì i Jl-noY'.i,

In considc:r;ition of the euyen¡mis undertaken hcrein by thc County, Williams
hercby CD\Tnants nol 10 alid rckas"s and discharges the C:uurity, all of llS divisions, and
ali ol ii,. parenl. SucCC'''ur. siibsidiiiry ami alliliaied companies and entities, including but not
Iimill'd to ib hospitals, ~m~rgency departments, and its clinics, and each of its divisions, offccrs,
directors. sharchokk~rs, partners, limited panncrs~ agents. cinployecs~ representatives.

'\'"(~ndnrs, p;lyrcdJ a(lnrncys~ Ìnsurcts~ licensees and assigns~

past pre"TI! (all ¡md whom are refcrred to as "Relcasees"), with respect
and lrorn, iJn:,' ~Hìd ¡¡li claims, dcmand:-, rights. ¡i(,~ns. agreements, çontracts~ covenants, actions!

causes ;Kiiun ( any iutiic death claim l, rights, debts,
C()Si-'~, ¡(\:.'~S (d sLT\ices, and ~,üt:it.iy, c.ùnsoriiurrL êxpe,nses, attorneysf fces~ daniagC$!
compensation naturc \Vliatsoev~r. ordcrs and liabilities of whatever kind or
nature 1,1'.\. c:(juity or whether now known or unknown. suspected or unsuspectcd,

and '.vhciher or not eonccdicd h!dden, which \Viliiams no'.'. 0\\11S or holds, or has at anytime
hcrClc:d()rl' o\\'rk'd rn:i\' tht fUTure accrue or hold against said Rch:asccs, or any of
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¡liem, including \\Tonglu! death, ansÎng Oll of. grounded upon, or in any way coiinected with
Williams' \\ì¡h the County Dr any other transactions, OCCU1Tences, acts
or onÙssions t.'r an~ ¡tìS:-. tÎr injury \vharsoever, kno\vn or unkno\vl1, suspected or

unsuspccicd, from any ac! or omission by or on thc part of the Reteasees, or any of
them, committed or omitted ixinr w the dilte of the Agreement ("Claim or Claims"), or which are
th.: of the Lt\\suil. Willìams'release such Claim or Claims ineludes, but is not

limiied to. any action arising onl of any' foreign. tcderal, staie or local constitution, statute,
ordinance, rc'gnlation, or conimen law, induding, but not limited to, any Claims contained in the
Claim Lciiers: any Cbiins arising under the Age Discrimination In EmploY111el1 Act; Title VII of

thc Civil Rights Act of I '!~!: ¡he Equal Pay Act: th.: Americans With Disabilities Act; the Family
and !\.Jdicall ,eave .\ct: the Fiiployee R"iirement Income Security Act: the California Fair
Employment and I lousing Act: all provisions of the California Labor Code: all provisions of the
Caìifornia (,ov.:rnment Code: the Orders of the Caìifornia IndlLnrial Welfare Commission
regulating wages. hours and wurKing conditions: any other foreign, lèderal, state or lo.:allaws
prohibiting .:mployment discrimination or otherwise regulaiing employment: any Claim or
Claims 1()1' disnimiiiation, ¡¿iilure w pr.:vent discrimination, rctaliaiion, failure to prevent

retaliation, h:irassment. ¡¡¡¡Iur.: to prcventharassiii.:nt, assault. batt.:ry, misrepresentation, lraud,
deceit, invasion of privacy, breach of contract. breach of collective bargaining agreement, breach
of quasi-contr:ieL brc:adi of implicd coiiracL an accoutHing, wTongl'ul or constructive dischargc,

breach (,riJlc eO\'Cnallt ,)r good '¡tith and fair dealing, libeL slander, negligent or intentional
iiiiliction or emotiün,,1 distress. violation ",i' public policy, negligent supervision, negligent
retention, negligence, or interlcrence with business opportunity or with contracts; and any Claim
or Claims l0r vacatinn pay. ,.:vcranee rav, l1omL, or similar benelil. sick leave, pension,
retir.:mem. retirement bonus, holiday pay. life insurance. health or medical insurance,
reimbursem"nt or health or medic:ii costs: nrQvid0, howcwr, that the release shall not alfect any
rights h.:en granted pursuant to the Agreement.

.¡ Release ()f Claims by The County,

In cüiisideratioii of tilt: t:iiveiiaiits uiidertaken her.iii by Williams, the County
hereby cuvei¡¡nls nol ItJ sue and fullv releas(~s and discharges Williams, with respect to and from
any and all tÌairn;,, cÏêlnands. rights. lîcns, agrccrncnts~ contracts. covenants~ actí()ns~ suìts~ causes

of action, debts, costs, expenses, attorneys' fees, damages, judgments, orders and

liabilities ulwliaiC\Tl kind nature in la\\_ .:quity or otherwise, whether now known or
unknown. suspected (\ unsuspected, and whether or 1101 concealed or hidden, which they now
o\\n or hold, or hav-. :iiyiime heruoíì)Je o\\'cd or held as against \VilIiams, arising out of,

UPoll' iii any WilY èOtini:ctcd \\ith Williams' employment relationship with the
County, Williams' "Taraiioii CrOin thai employment. or any other traiisaciions, OCCUITences, acts

or ornis;~i()n;- Of :iny Ìiis~, danw~.:;,:"' or \Vhaisocver. knc)\vn or unknO\VfL suspected or
unsuspect.:d. resulting rrom any or "mission hy (.T on the part of Williams, committed or
oiliilcd pnur tu the date ih,' .\gre'lli:nt¡ !'iiXÌi!i,g, h2"',çver, that the release shallnOl alTeet

any ether th:'l inlwrwìse have heen g,ranied pursuant in the Agreement.
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5 . l:: n k a~~~~~l.~J-l.l rn,~.

Wiliams and the EXPRESSLY WAIVE and relinquish all rights and
bcnelils affc)fkd by S,~ctioii 1542 oftlle California Civil Code, and do so undersiaiiding and

ihe and tonstquent:L' ofsudi spet:ífic \vai'/cr ofSecllün 1542.

SCCtiCi!1 i S,.l:? ofihc Calik.irnia Civil Ceidc staies as i(,¡llo\~!s:

"A GENERAL RELEASE nOES NOT EXTEND TO CLAIMS WHICH THE
CREDllOR DOES NOT KNOW OR SlJSI'ECT TO EXIST IN HER FAVOR AT
THE TIME OF EXECUTING THE RELEASE, WHICH IF KNOWN BV HIM
\HiST HAVE MATEHIALLY AFFECTED IIER SETTLEMENT WITH THE
DEBTOR."

Thus, notwiihsumding till Im1\isioiis or Section i 542, and lor the purpose of implementing a full
and complete rdease and disdirirgc of each and all of the Releasees, Williams and the County
expressly acknowledge that thc Agreement is intended to include in its clIect, without limitation,
all Claims which Willi:lIb and the County do noi know or suspect to exist in her or its lavor at
the tinie of iexecution !,,re-'J!. and th:itilie :\greenieni contemplates the extinguishment of such
('lain: or Claîins.

6.

C\\ncurrently with the cxecution of the Agreement, counsel for Willams will
deliver to COUIlSel ror the County, an executed Dismissal with Prejudice of the cívil action
described herein as against the Collnty named aboV(~, Williams has authorized her attorneys to
execute the Dismissal on hL'r Iwhair and hereby authorizes counsellì)! the County to file said
Dismissal with the Coun and eiler it as a l1auer or rc'cord following \Viliams' receipt of the
sL'ttleliient¡)¡xeeds 'is described in Paragraph 1(a)(i) Williams understands and agrees that the
Agreement is v"iLl unless the Requesi I()r Dismissal with Prejudice is fileù, signed anù entered by
the COllI1.

:" "therwise provided herein. Williams rurther holds the County and the
Releasees Ì1erdw rcicased ìi:irniless h,in and accepts complete respousibility fOr any claim or
lien by any other pan). but nut liiiiied to medical insur:mce carriers or governmental

eniiiies, aL' intertsted in iir have an) claim arising out of the incidents hcrein (non-inclusive

pending \vitl! n:gard to Williams), and will hold harmless,

defend and indërnnify. the (dc:imty or its agents, assigns~ eniployces~ reprcsentatìvcs~
pr(:dtcessors ìn WltTt:\l ¡h.:lchy n.:lcascd.
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b.

The Agreemeiii "CiS t(1l!i ¡he entire agreeiient between the parries hereto, and
fully supersedes an:' :lId all prior agreements or understandings bcnvcen the parties hereto
pertaining 10 the subjeClllmlèr hereof. The Agreement is an integrated one and its teims are
contractual and nul d iiiert ¡ë(itaL The Agreemelltiiay be amended oiily upon an agreement in
\\TiLing. The panics represent and agree ¡hat they have ¡horoughly discussed all aspects of the
Agreement with ihi~ir respective JlIurneys and thai they have carefully read and fully understand
all of the provisions of th" Agreement. and thil they are voluntarily entering into the Agreement,
and that they do nut aiid have notl\:li"d in any way on any representations or statements of any of

the other panics to ihe i\greemeii¡ ,)¡ their rqJresentatives,

I l' any action or proceedi ng is brought for the enforcement of the Agreement, or
for a declaration of righis and duties hereunder or because of an alleged dispute, breach, delàult
or niisrepresenlatimi in eonneclÌoli wiih any provision of the A¡''Teemenl, the siiccessful or

prevailing pariy shall he entitled 10 1\~eOVi~r actual aiiorieys' Ices and other costs incurred in

connection with that action or ¡m)eeeding, in addition to any other relief to which the party IDay
be ent.Itled.

l), ~,(\j\J.~Ð_i~IJç)5,:~,J~ç'~qS_,~~-rJ~2.r~51S.

I he partie's to the Agreement agree to bear their own costs and attorneys' fees in
connection \viiii ¡he maiiers covered in ¡he Ag;reement and in tiling a Dismissal of the !Á1wslIit,
except as otlicrwi,e provided IÒr in Paragraph 1(a)(i) above.

¡ O. Fi¡i.LÇ,iHllpronlise: No Admissions

Williams agrees and ackncl\kdgcs that she aeeepts payment of the sUlns specitìed

in the Agreement as full and eompìcte compromise of matters involving disputed issues; that
neither payiiient 01 the sums by the County, nor the negotiations fÒr the settlement (including all
sw",meiiIS, iidniissions, M comll1lnieitiinn:; by the County, and their aiioriey or representatívcs)
shall be eoiisidc'lcd admi:;sioii. by ¡hem: and that no past OJ' present wrongdoing on the part orthe
County, its employees. or agents shall ìx implied by such payments or negotiations.

I i !i¡nh"~L(,~01C:lllibD.

/\11 par1Íes i" enoiycraic lully and to execute any and all supplementary

docuim:nb and to iak", all "ddil.omdiictiolíS that may be necessary or appropriate to give fi)lce
and effeci to the hasic kl'h ¡hc ScnlclTILnl AgreLnieni and which are not

inccinsisteni \virh its tlnns.

í1

\Villiams i(:pn::.;('nts
interest in the clairns. (kmand~.

\\arranis that no other person or has or has had any
(a i~auses uf' action referred tei in the Agreement
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except as set ti.nh herein and tbat she has the sok right and exclusive authority to execute the
Agrecn1cnr and rcceìvè the ~;urn~ spl'ciliêd ín it.

Williams represents and agrees that she has not heretoforc sold, eonvcyed,
or transf(;'lred, or purpL'ncd w luvc sold, conveyed, assigned or transferred, to any

person whol1soe\'er. '" ilther"ise of any Claim or portion thereof or interest therein,

obligations or C,llst'S o!' action referred to in the Agreement. Willìams agrees to indemnify,
defend and hold Iiarnikss each and all ofehe Releasees against any and all Claims bascd on,
aristng out ot' or in çonnectiun with any ,uch transfer or assignment, or purported transfer or
assignment. of any C:aims or any ixiniun thereof or intcrl'si ¡herein.

ì 3. ~~lÇt-ç~s_9rs-

The Aglì:CIient shall be binding upon Williams, and her heirs, agents, parents,
representativcs. executor,. adiiinistrators, successors in interes!' and assigns, and shall inure to

the bcnelit or caeh iind all of the Relciisees, and to their heirs, agents, representatives, executors,
adininistralors~ successors anà assìgns.

The Agreement shall be binding upon the Coumy, and its representatives,
successors in imerest and "ssigns. and shall inure to the bcncfit of Williams, and to her heirs,
agents. n:pn:sciitalÌv::s. ("xcçutcirs, adn1íriistrdtors. successors and assigns.

14 ~e~fIabiljJY

llic: Agreement shall be construed and interprcted in accordance with thc laws of
the State of Cali ¡¡,mia. Shouìd any part. term or provision of the Agreement, with ùie exception
of the rdeilses embodied in Paragraphs :1 and 5, be declared or determined by any Couit or other
tribunal of appropriate jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable, any such invalid or
unc:nfÜreeable part. ¡LIm or provision shall be dcerned stricken and severed from the Agreement
and any and all of the other tenTh nftlì Agreement shall remain in full force and eflèct to the
fullest ex\int pcnniiied bv ia"., The rcleast~S ernbe.died in Paragraphs 3 and 5, are the e,sence or

the Aglccl1cnt and should "IlY of thcse p,iragraplis be decmed invalid or unenforceable, the
Agreerricnt may be dcci:red mill ciml void aiid any consideration received under the Agreement
shall be rellnled thc County.

15.

The j\ grcciicnt may he e,:ceuted by signature of each of the parties hereto, or their
authorized on iiultiple copics of the Agreement, including copies transmitted by
I;ie"ímile macli¡il('. and upun being executed by all parties hcrelo, shall be effective as ifall
signatures app~arcd ur the' l\gn.'l.fncHL
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FRO') i'¡a~, 1e 2000 1.1:41PN t:1

constred
,f ~.;''.: term or pH:\"isio!l of the Agreement shaH be

'~::)' uLiicr bre';:ich Dr th-: Agreement. No waiver shali he
pi.~r;\.; 'I).'i.;Jvimi tÌ1t breach.binJ:ng urJcss

h¿2dÜ1tS
!s only tor ease of reterenc-e and the

c;, '~:Cinsí¡jercd £)2.1t or terms of the /1.gret"lllCnt.

~-,\J:; u~iqJ~,EtLmlg

(~f?Jrin£~ of the :\8JeelHent Neítùer piJ.rry. nor any pary.s
A:'J"e..'ft,i:n: :.:_ BDV ¡:rüe-et;..lng that rnay hcrcaf:cr arise

! 11.\ ,'f: FORH;(H'J(; ..\CREEME'\T ¡\",j) FtLLY UN IIImST4,N0 AXD

\\'iilIanî~. and A..1I Pcr5cms Acting ny.

Tf\ro!l~jj, or On h.er Behalf

D~~cJ. ..\utLu.:t _l~_,__" fr
herehy rèl.m:sent ~1n-(J d(~clare th~lt

~3, fi,)111": and content,

M.D,
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16, r:iìèct ol Waiver 0-l Breach.

No waiver of any brèach of any term or provision of the Agreement shall be
construed lO be. or shall be, a waiier of an: other brcaeh of the Agreement. No waiver shall be
hinding unless in \\Ti¡íi~ diid signed b) ihe pany waiving the breach,

)7 ParagrapiiJ)esci:ipiigii

Ihe use Iieadings in the '\greemenl is only for ease of reference and the
headings have no eft\~ct :ind arc: not 1U he considered part or terms of the Agreement.

18, C0iii:actJ)¡:ltÜi¡ig

Both parties pariiciixned in the dralting olthe Agreement. Neither party, nor any party's
counsel. shall be deemed the drafter of the Agreement in any proceeding that may hereafter arise
between them.

I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING AGHEEiVIE'IT AND FULLY lJNIH:RSTAND AND
ACCEPT IT.

Joanne Williams, M.D, amI All Persons Acting By,
TI1lJugh. or On her Hehal l

Dated: Augusi ::()07
JOANNE WIU'iAMS, M.D.

I, Frank J. LuWYli. iv, Lsq" ;¡thlllH:y lor Williams. herehy rcpresent and declare that J
have re\. inied thc Settlement Agn:cllent and Rel.:ase as i

Daícd: ,'\ugust
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